Axiom of Maria from Jung, CW 9i ¶ 430
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Turning now to quite another field, the realm of psycho-
logical experience, we know that three of the four functions of
consciousness can become differentiated, i.e., conscious, while
the other remains connected with the matrix, the unconscious,
and is known as the “inferior” function. It is the Achilles heel
of even the most heroic consciousness: somewhere the strong
man is weak, the clever man foolish, the good man bad, and the
reverse is also true. In our fairytale the triad appears as a
mutilated quaternity. If only one leg could be added to the
other three, it would make a whole. The enigmatic axiom of!
Maria runs: “. . . from the third comes the one as the fourth”
(é 10D Tpirov 70 & réraprov)—which presumably means, when the
third produces the fourth it at once produces unity. The lost,
component which is in the possession of the wolves belonging
to the Great Mother is indeed only a quarter, but, together with
the three, it makes a whole which does away with division and
conflict.

as his sacred animal, and in the Bible too he has a positive significance. See Psalm
147:9: “He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry”;
Job 88:41: “Who provideth for the raven his food? when his young ones cry
unto God, they wander for lack of meat.” Cf. also Luke 12:24. Ravens appear
as true “ministering spirits” in I Kings 17 : 6, where they bring Elijah the Tish-
bite his daily fare.
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