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In Nigeria there was once a story that a thousand Germans had
marched through British territory, so a company of soldiers was
sent out to inquire about it, and they came back and reported that
Jjust six soldiers of a patrol which had gone astray had gone through.
The explanation was that six in the language of the natives meant
many. They could only count to five, so six meant anything beyond
five, therefore 1000 or 10,000. I worked with an old medicine man
who said he could count to 100. He did it with sticks, and when
he got to 70 he said “70 and that is 100”; he could not count beyond
70. In the course of civilization all numbers between 1 and g have
become sacred: in religious language, for instance, the three of the
Trinity and the seven-armed candelabra, the seven times seven,
etc. But two and one are also sacred, and in Indian religion it is
four, in Egypt eight and nine. Three times four = twelve, also a
sacred number. The fact that all root numbers are sacred simply
means that they have retained a certain taboo, a mystical value.
Originally they were not merely numbers but qualities and not
abstract quantities. When our unconscious says three, it is less a
quantity than a quality. [Dr. Jung demonstrated this by placing
three matches together in one place and two in another.] If a
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primitive is asked how many matches there are here, he says, “Three
matches,” and in this place he says, “Two matches.” Now, if one is
taken from the group of three and put in the group of two, he will
say, “Here are the two three matches and there are the two two
matches and one three match.” The quality of twoness and threeness
is involved. The primitive counts from the figures things make. He
makes an aesthetic distinction because he counts without counting.
For example, an old chief knew whether all his six hundred head
of cattle were in the kraal, although he could not count more than
six. He knew them all individually by name, so that he could tell
if “little Fritz” hadn’t come in yet. The count is made by the extent
of the ground covered by the cattle, and the way the ground is
checkered by them; it is a vision of the ensemble. The number has
a quality value, a visual, aesthetic form value. You could say a man
is three, not three people, but meaning taboo or holy three. It all
depends on the value people give to the number.

Geometric figures have high psychological values and therefore
magical qualities. Numbers take on the qualities of degrees, as
3 X g = Holy—the Holiest of Holy. The figure seven is one of the
most sacred numbers which can be imagined, therefore a figure
which has seven points, seven angles, or seven units is particularly
powerful.

So when the dream says “six” it has all those connotations in it
It seems to the dreamer that quite a number of car-drivers are
protesting against paying for a license for six years, when they may
only mean to stay for a little while. He is thinking of a pleasure
trip to the Riviera and associates it with a trip in the unconscious.
He will have a few pleasant dreams and then return, but he finds
it is otherwise.

His unconscious says, “You just wait! You must pay for six years,
pledge yourself for a long time and with great intensity.” When
the unconscious forces such an understanding on him it disturbs
him, he doesn’t quite like it. He wants to have the thing simple and
reasonable. so he is rather doubtful about this dream business.





